
New Porkster
Gotta wonder about the engineering

team at Harley. Looking at the old Sport-
ster, it was simple, relatively cheap, much
lighter than their big twins, fairly gutless
and vibrated like a hotel bed with six quar-
ters in it.

Hmmm, what to do? Gee, they could add
about 10 pounds of counterbalancer, kill a
lot of the vibes, make the engine happier
because the carb wouldn’t be doing an imi-
tation of a Cuisinart, and maybe even make
the engine castings and the frame lighter
since their lives would be easier. The end
result could be lighter and faster than the
old Sporty. Or isolate the engine, make the
bike 60 pounds heavier and a few hp more
powerful, and end up with what? A Pork-
ster. Any added ponies are being used to
move along the added avoirdupois.

I helped someone take about 50-60 lbs.
off an ‘89 Sporty awhile ago. It wasn’t
cheap or easy but the bike was noticeably
faster and better handling. To reach that

same weight now would require a full
machine shop and the combined budgets of
roughly 14 sub-Saharan countries. Ah, well.
They’ll probably sell every one they make
just because of the name on the tank, and pat
themselves on the back for being so smart.
My only hope is that this incarnation is just
putting Band-Aids on a corpse and that a
completely new engine is on the way.

Armen Amirian
amirian@yahoo.com 

Instructor, Knowhow Workshop
Motorcycle Maintenance Classes

Armen, at the intro, the engineers talked
about the possibility of counterbalancing
the new Sportster engine (and they had
actually designed one), instead of rubber
mounting it, but they said they were over-
ruled by Willie G., who insisted that the
engine had to look the same as before, and
the counterbalanced engine didn’t.

I agree with your reasoning, but don’t
forget Harley sells nostalgia, first and fore-

most, and so far, it’s hard to say that they
haven’t figured out exactly what the major-
ity of their customers really want.

Don’t hold your breath.
Thanks for the note.

—Dave Searle

Internet Rip-offs
I have to vent, as I have tried to get this

taken care of at the source so many times,
without result, that I think no one cares.

I spend a lot of time on ’cycle trader sites
(…not to mention any names, but cycle-
trader.com is a very popular site), and I am
worried about what the prevalence of fraud
and scamming are doing to the industry.
Check it out, yourself, if you wonder...

I started my research when I found a
2003 H-D Screaming Eagle Road King
offered for $8500. This was a bike I
wanted, but this price seemed a bit on the
ridiculous side as the MSRP was $28,000
and it wasn’t that old.

What I have found is that there are a lot
of fraudulent ads on all the classified web
sites, and there is really no way to tell the
good from the bad.

I’ve amassed a great number of the
ridiculously obvious ones, more than 20
from the “Selected Ads” section in the “My
Garage” section of my favorite website,
and wrote the webmaster about my con-
cerns, pointing them to “My Garage” as an
excellent source of obvious rip-offs. I
received a response stating that there was
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