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Suzuki GZ250 9/99 $2899  12/Un 1 249 5 Chain 250x16/3.00x15 57.1 3.7 49.7 172 249 334 1194 78 12.64 nfa 17.96 66.87 123.8 Lightweight Cruiser Although very small in size, the GZ is styled to look much larger. A slick transmission makes shifting easy and fun, and its low price makes the GZ a great value.
Bandit GS600SY 3/00 $5799 12/Un |-4 599 6 Chain 3.50x17/450x17 564 53 323 686 365 505 1736 127 397 1072 1216 108.93 114.1 Middleweight Sportbike Four years after first testing the Bandit 600, it still has the same engine vibration and grabby clutch, yet is also still a great value for the money. Attractive & easy handling.
Bandit 600S 8/96 $5399 12/Un  |-4 599 6 Chain 3.50x17/4.50x17 56.3 5.0 384 730 399 492 1674 124 405 1092 1230 106.23 1154 Middleweight Sporthike Low-priced middleweight works adequately but has an annoying buzziness from the engine. A lack of low-end power requires constant shifting to stay in the powerband.
GSX-R600 1&3/01 $7999 12/Un  I-4 599 6 Chain 3.50x17/5.50x17 55.1 4.8 386 1006 455 423 1420 156 3.02 653 10.60 12829 117.6 Middleweight Sporthike Atrue racer-replica, the GSX-R is a no-compromises sportbike with excellent handling and suspension, but poor comfort. It shares many parts with the GSX-R750.
GSX-600F Katana 7/98 $6199 12/Un  |-4 600 6 Chain 3.50x17/4.50x17 57.9 53 400 688 374 507 1737 134 412 1081 1225 10840 1154 Middleweight Sporthike The bulbous-looking Katana draws lots of attention wherever it goes. It handles quite well but doesn’t have the horsepower or quality suspension of its racier sibling.
DR650SE 7/96 $5199  12/Un 1 644 5 Chain 1.85x21/2.50x17 58.6 34 425 345 332 358 1:10.38 98 555 n/a 1403 89.87 1189 650cc Dual-Sport One of the best dual-sport bikes around, the DR makes a great commuter, too. A nice gearbox and smooth engine drew praise. An uncomfortable seat is its only real flaw.
LS650 9/96 $4399  12/Un 1 652 5 Belt 215x19/2.75x15 585 29 50.0 246 305 390 1:15.9 85 6.98 na 1530 8111 117.1 Middleweight Cruiser While the Savage isn't exciting, it's much more bike than the 250 cruisers. A low price, low seat height and low-maintenance belt drive have helped it sell well for many years.
SV650 4/99 $5699 12/Un V-2 645 6 Chain 3.50x17/4.50x17 56.3 4.2 408 652 424 417 1639 121 376 10.75 12.04 107.22 108.8 Lightweight Standard Perhaps the greatest lightweight standard ever made, the SV has a fabulous engine with an excellent chassis. Only underdamped suspension keeps it from being ideal.
GSX-750F Katana 7/98 $7199 12/un  I-4 749 6 Chain 3.50x17/450x17 57.7 53 441 846 466 518 1617 143 352 867 1152 11626 1114 750cc Sportbike A more comfortable, and powerful, version of the 600 Katana, the 750 is a decent value for the rider who wants to move up from a smaller bike, but doesn’t want a race-rep.
GSX-R750 2/98 $9299 12/un  I-4 749 6 Chain 3.50x17/6.00x17 54.9 4.8 36.4 1120 540 459 1:416 165 3.08 6.60 1057 13122 1144 750cc Sportbike One of the best-selling sportbikes ever, the GSX-R continues to perform well and win races. Its radical design is not comfortable for many miles, but that's not the point.
Marauder 800 6/97 $5999 12/Un V-2 805 5 Chain 3.00x16/3.50/15 64.8 3.5 452 39.7 418 485 11220 101 551 nfa 1387 94.04 107.6 Middleweight Cruiser Suzuki's likable Marauder has better performance than its 1500cc big brother. Attractive styling and easy handling let it work well for both new and experienced riders.
TL1000S 8/97 $8999 12/Un V-2 996 6 Chain 3.50x17/6.00x17 55.8 4.5 369 1089 70.8 470 1432 156 340 6.94 10.85 127.70 109.4 Open Sporthike One of our favorite hooligan machines, the TL-S is a fire-breathing monster with an attitude that both rewards smoothness and punishes sloppiness. Not for beginners.
TL1000R 8/98 $9499 12/Un V-2 996 6 Chain 3.50x17/6.00x17 54.9 45 39.1 1120 679 509 1447 166 322 693 10.79 12954 115.8 Open Sportbike The race-replica version of the TL has a very tractable powerband and quality components, but it's relatively heavy and its narrow bars require a lot of pressure to steer.
Bandit 1200S 11/00 $7399 12/un  |-4 1157 5 Chain 3.50x17/5.00x17 56.3 5.0 37.0 101.7 738 542 1532 151 307 6.97 10.75 12559 114.2 Open Sporthike High-value open-classer uses the parts bin approach to keep costs down. Like its smaller sibling, vibration can be annoying. Many hop-up parts are available and effective.
GSX1300R Hayabusa 6/99 $10,499 12/un I-4 1298 6 Chain 3.50x17/6.00x17 58.5 58 385 151.1 934 550 1:364 188 2.76 530 9.84 142.76 112.2 Open Sportbike The world’s quickest, fastest motorcycle makes even R1s feel slow. Wild aerodynamic styling is loved by some, hated by others. Detail and refinement are top notch.
VL1500 Intruder LC 4/98 $9899 12/Un V-2 1462 5 Shaft 3.50x16/5.00x15 66.9 54 360 529 735 701 11325 109 5.99 nfa 1415 9210 1126 Heavyweight Cruiser One of the longest, largest and, with the optional gel seat, most comfortable cruisers on the market, its maintenance costs—and performance—are low, and so is its price.
Triumph Tiger 900 7/99 $10,395 24/Un I-3 885 6 Chain 2.50x19/4.25x17 61.0 6.4 463 710 489 547 1770 120 4.34 nfa 12.66 102.84 129.6 Open Dual-Sport One of the most versatile bikes ever, the Tiger is adept at touring, cruising, sport riding, commuting and even a little dirt roading. More power would be nice, though.
Bonneville 4/01 $6999 24/Un  I-2 790 5 Chain 2.50x19/3.50x17 588 4.3 411 539 408 500 1928 114 520 17.00 1352 96.97 115.0 Middleweight Standard This replica of the famous marque falls short of its namesake. Adequate power and easy to ride, but doesn’t have the sound, styling or character we expect of a Bonny.
Trophy 900 12/96 $11,595 24/Un 1-3 885 6 Chain 350x17/5.50x17 587 6.6 335 909 544 603 16.63 136 4.17 10.03 1217 112.90 1181 Open Sport-Touring This middle-of-the-road sport-tourer is neither great nor bad in any areas. It does the job but doesn't thrill. The engine makes decent power, however.
T509 Speed Triple 11/97 $9995 24/Un |-3 885 6 Chain 3.50x17/6.00x17 56.8 4.8 346 822 523 480 1584 141 388 929 11.85 114.87 110.8 Open Standard The original British streetfighter worked well but had a forgettable engine. Fortunately, the next year it came stock with the power its chassis deserved.
TT600 3/01 $8299 24/un  I-4 599 6 Chain 3.50x17/5.50x17 55.6 4.8 399 889 392 452 1508 149 339 757 11.09 1226 1148 Middleweight Sporthike Uneven horsepower delivery, and tends to run hot. Quick steering and excellent suspension.
Thunderbird Sport 8/00 $8699 24/un |-3 885 6 Chain 3.50x17/4.25x17 62.2 3.96 41.8 713 537 538 1:755 109 3.88 10.77 1219 104.30 115.8 Open Standard Retro styled T-Bird features broad, flat torque curve and good mid-range power. Great exhaust sound & very smooth. Limited range and useless mirrors.
Speed Triple 2/99 $10,199 24/Un I-3 955 6 Chain 3.50x17/6.00x17 56.7 4.8 341 100.0 629 483 1483 143 317 759 11.05 119.04 106.7 Open Standard This bike redefines the standard, no pun intended, for its class. A powerful motor and the best brakes anywhere make this a ride to remember.
Sprint ST 8/99 $10,499 24/un 1-l3 955 6 Chain 3.50x17/6.00x17 588 56 381 893 59.0 507 1567 149 333 7.93 11.28 12036 121.4 Open Sporthike The only true sporthike with factory optional hard bags and a tour trunk, the Sprint goes, stops and turns very well. One of the best two-up sporthikes available.
Daytona 955i 7/99 $10995 24/un  I-3 955 6 Chain 3.50x17/6.00x17 56.7 4.8 39.1 1095 681 490 1:448 157 3.02 6.67 10.62 12830 117.9 Open Sportbike Triumph’s top sportbike, the 955i has a unique personality amongst open classers with its growling triple. Excellent componentry gives it a feeling of quality.
Yamaha Virago 250 5/96 $3899 12/Un V-2 249 5 Chain 1.60x18/2.75x18 58.7 2.5 66.9 184 143 325 11766 75 9.98 nfa 1724 7066 117.1 Lightweight Cruiser Although no longer sold, Yamaha's entry-level cruiser provides a good mount for a first-time rider. Very good ground clearance and handling make it fun to throw around.
Fz1 5/01 $8499 12/un  |-4 998 6 Chain 3.50x17/5.50x17 57.1 55 40.0 1249 739 512 1410 154 301 648 1055 129.70 111.1 Open Standard Huge torque and horsepower in a comfortable and attractive package. Slight flat spot at 3-4K rpm. Transmission a bit notchy, and windshield too short.
YZF600R 5/97 $7399 12/un  |-4 599 6 Chain 3.50x17/5.00x17 55.7 50 429 856 443 486 1568 149 342 7.70 11.17 122.00 108.2 Middleweight Sportbike One of the most comfortable sportbikes available, the YZF600R features great brakes, style and value. A mediocre transmission and slight portliness are its weaknesses.
YZF-R6 3/01 $7999 12/Un  I-4 599 6 Chain 3.50x17/5.50x17 54.3 4.5 425 975 444 426 1460 156 3.02 658 10.59 128.10 1123 Middleweight Sporthike A hardcore sportbike, the R6 provides excellent handling, brakes and suspension marred only by an abrupt throttle response. It's fun, but not very forgiving of mistakes.
V-Star 5/98 $5899 12/Un V-2 649 5 Shaft 3.00x16/3.50x15 64.0 43 412 334 354 535 1:16.02 91 7.82 na 1582 8241 120.2 Middleweight Cruiser Excellent handling and style are the V-Star’s strengths. It is very forgiving and easy to ride which makes it a great choice for beginners. Output is a little weak, however.
YZF1000R 6/97 $9799 12/Un  I-4 1003 5 Chain 3.50x17/5.50x17 56.3 53 36.6 1234 713 512 1415 164 296 6.18 10.38 13272 1113 Open Sporthike Although heavy compared to today's liter-class machines, this 164-mph bullet has outstanding brakes, stability and power. It's not as comfortable as reported elsewhere.
YZF-R1 5/98 $10,199 12/Un I-4 998 6 Chain 3.50x17/6.00x17 54.9 4.8 428 1294 727 451 1:3.49 168 296 593 10.19 13740 113.9 Open Sporthike The machine that set the new standard of excellence in the sportbike category, this bike out-accelerates, out-brakes, and out-handles everything else in its class.
V-Star 1100 6/99 $7799 12/un V-2 1063 5 Shaft 2.15x18/4.50x15 645 4.5 358 521 580 610 1:11.71 113 533 nfa 13.68 9541 1213 Heavyweight Cruiser The biggest V-star is one of the best cruisers on the market today. It handles well, the engine and brakes are strong, and at $7799, it's one of the best values around.
V-Star 1100 Classic 2/00 $8099 12/Un V-2 1063 5 Shaft 2.15x16/4.50x15 64.5 4.5 342 487 572 658 11349 94 653 nfa 1491 8359 130.7 Heavyweight Cruiser Retro-styled version of V-Star 1100 trades some of its performance for looks. Our test model wore Yamaha's accessory windshield and bags which hurt acceleration.
Royal Star 3/96 $13499 60/Un V-4 1294 5 Shaft 3.50x16/4.00x15 66.7 46 47.1 600 67.0 755 1:1258 102 555 nfa 1465 8595 128.6 Heavyweight Cruiser Somewhat of a disappointment, this heavy bike needs more ground clearance and hp. Its 60-month, unlimited mileage warranty is outstanding, however.
Royal Star Tour Deluxe 3/99 $15,199 60/Un V-4 1295 5 Shaft 3.50x16/4.00x15 66.7 4.8 345 60.6 73.0 79 1:12.81 101 5.98 nfa 1432 89.05 121.5 Heavyweight Cruiser A Royal Star with a windshield and saddlebags as standard equipment. Power is mid-pack for the class, but comfort, brakes and handling are slightly above average.
Royal Star Venture 4/99 $15999 60/Un V-4 1295 5 Shaft 3.50x16/4.00x15 67.1 6.0 352 772 773 873 11131 110 527 nfa 13.65 9232 124.6 Luxury Touring The best Royal Star to date, this version sports almost all of the amenities required in a luxury touring machine, wrapped up in an attractive retro-styled package.
V-Max 4/97 $10,499 12/12K V-4 1198 5 Shaft 2.15x18/3.50x17 626 4.8 342 1135 831 631 1556 145 333 7.74 11.09 12149 1223 Heavyweight Cruiser Famous muscle cruiser is all about power. It features a pumped up motor with an adequate, albeit flexible, chassis. This is definitely not for the faint of heart.
Road Star 7/99 $10,499 12/Un V-2 1603 5 Belt 3.00x16/3.50x16 66.3 53 314 521 831 740 11420 106 5.99 nla 1420 91.15 1194 Heavyweight Cruiser The 2nd-largest production motor of any bike is wrapped in classic cruiser styling complete with a narrow angle between the cylinders, air cooling, pushrods and belt drive.
TeEN Best 60—0 StOPS TEN BEST POWER-TO-WEIGHT RATIOS
1) 1999 Triumph Speed Triple 106.7" 1) 1998 Yamaha R1 1:3.49
2) 1997 Honda Valkyrie 107.4' 2) 2000 Honda CBR929RR 1:3.55
3) 1997 Suzuki Marauder 800 107.6' 3) 1999 Suzuki Hayabusa 1:3.64
4) 1998 Honda VFR80OFI 107.9' 4) 1998 Kawasaki ZX-9R 1:3.83
5) 1997 Yamaha YZF600R 108.2' 5) 2001 Yamaha FZ1 1:4.10
6) 1999 Suzuki SV650 108.8' 6) 1998 Honda CBR9OORR 1:4.13
7) 1998 Ducati 750 Monster 109.1' 7) 1997 Yamaha YZF1000 1:4.15
8) 1998 Suzuki TL1000S 109.4' 8) 2001 Honda RC51 1:4.16
9) 2002 Honda VTX 109.5' 9) 1998 Suzuki GSX-R750 1:4.16
10) 1997 Buell M2 Cyclone 109.6' 10) 1999 Honda CBR1100XX 1:4.19
TeEN BEST REAR-WHEEL HP TEN BEST REAR-WHEEL TORQUE
1) 1999 Suzuki Hayabusa 188 mph 1) 1999 Suzuki Hayabusa 9.84 @ 142.76 mph 1) 1999 Suzuki Hayabusa 151.1 hp 1) 1997 Honda Valkyrie 102.3 Ib. ft.
2) 1999 Honda CBR1100XX 174 2) 2000 Honda CBR929RR 10.12 @ 135.86 2) 1999 Honda CBR1100XX 134.4 2) 2000 Kawasaki Vulcan Drifter 100.1
i) e ﬁa""asatf 0p) e 3) 1998 Yamaha R1 10.19 @ 137.40 3) 1997 Kawasaki ZX-11 133.0 3) 2002 Honda VTX 99.4
) awasaki 2x- 4 1999]Hianda CERII00XX 10:24.@/136.98 4) 1998 Yamaha R1 129.4 4) 1999 Honda Valkyrie Interstate 94.9
5) 1998 yamaha R1 168 5) 1998 Kawasaki ZX-9R 10.28 @ 135.32 5) 2001 Yamaha FZ1 124.9 5) 1999 Suzuki Hayabusa 93.4
6) 1998 Suzuki TL1000R 166 6) 1997 Yamaha YZF1000 10.38 @ 132.72 . ' i . ’
7) 1998 Suzuki GSX-R750 165 7) 1997 Kawasaki ZX-11 10.43 @ 131.39 6) 1998 Kawasaki ZX-9R 124.5 6) 1999 Honda Valkyrie Tourer 92.5
8) 2000 Honda CBR929RR 165 8) 1998 Suzuki GSX-R750 10.57 @ 131.22 7) 2000 Honda CBR929RR 123.8 7) 1997 Honda GL1500SE 87.7
9) 2000 Aprilia RSV Mille 165 9) 2000 Ducati 996 10.58 @ 129.26 8) 1997 Yamaha YZF1000 123.4 8) 1999 Yamaha Road Star 83.1
10) 2000 Honda RC51 164 10) 2001 Honda CBRG0OF4i 10.59 @ 128.23 9) 2001 Honda RC51 117.4 9) 1997 Yamaha V-Max 83.1
10) 1997 Yamaha YZF1000R 164 10) 2001 Yamaha YZF-R6 10.59 @ 128.10 10) 1997 Yamaha V-Max 113.5 10) 1999 Honda CBR1100XX 80.0
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